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Overview 
!   2013 Census 

!   Population estimates and projections  

!   Alternative data sources to census variables 

!   Future census development 

!   More information 
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2013 Census 
!   2011 Census delayed because of the Christchurch 

earthquake 
 

!   Consulted keys users to determine March 2013 timing  
 

!   Strategy is essentially a re-run of the 2011 Census 
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Our plan for the 2013 Census 
!   Reuse 2011 Census forms and guide notes 

!   No new topics  

!   Reuse collection processes and systems 

•  With some improvements  

!   Ensure high online response 

!   Deliver same volume of products and services as 

planned for 2011 
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2013 Census products and services 
!   Similar volume to 2006 Census: about 30 products  

!   Consistency and quality of existing products  

!   Information gaps addressed, more on: 
•  families & households 
•  transport 
•  communications 
•  work 
•  ethnicity 
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When will 2013 Census data be 
available? 

!   First release of data 

•  Will to be late 2013 

•  Will include full customisable dataset 

!   Phased release of products 

•  throughout 2013 and 2014 
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Census counts, estimates and projections 
– the national picture 
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Strengths and weaknesses: 
Population estimates (and projections) 
!   The best available measure of how many people usually 

live in an area 
•  by age, sex, ethnic group 

!   Estimates/projections tend to be more accurate for: 
•  larger geographic areas 
•  areas with stable populations and/or stable migration patterns 
•  ages 30 years and over 
•  years closest to base starting-point (census) 
•  updated projections (within an intercensal period) 

!   Importance of national-level estimates/projections 
•  given top-down approach 
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Alternative data sources for census 
variables 
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Source: www.stats.govt.nz/census 
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Relationship between information needs and  
geographies 

Level of detail Population 

Programme funding 
Policy formation 
Outcome monitoring 

Allocate funding 
Future planning 
Service delivery  

Electoral boundaries 
Decile ratings 
Deprivation index 
Policy evaluation 

Usage  

High 

Low 
Area unit 

 
 
 

Meshblock 

Territorial authority 

Region 

Survey a few 
with many 
questions to 
obtain 
national level 
information eg 
household 
surveys 

Survey 
many/all 
with a few 
questions 
to obtain 
local area 
information 
eg census 

Causal relationships 
Longitudinal data 
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Future Census - Current position 

!   2018 Census – unless further change to  legislation 
 

!   Considerable work being done looking into the longer 
term future of the Census.  
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!   VISION (long-term) 
•  Administrative census (large survey support?) 

!   LONG-TERM GOALS 
1.  Maximise value from census information 
2.  Reduce costs of providing census information 

!   PREFERRED OPTION in the meantime 
•  5 yearly census with reduced cost structure 

(transformed Collection) and added value outputs 

Census Transformation Strategy 
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The current census picture 
2011 Census appropriation = $89m, budget = $90.4m 
Was delivering within budget when deferred 
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Quality issues with census variations 
 Census model Frequency Ability to maintain 

population statistics 
Census content 

Register - based Annual Automatically maintained Unknown as yet 

Existing administrative 
sources 

Annual Low  Unknown as yet 

5 - yearly 5 years Good Good 

10 - yearly 10 years Low Low 

10 year short form with 
annual census survey 

10 - year 
short form 
with annual 
census 
survey 

Low Possibly good (dependent 
on sample size) 

Rolling Census Annual Possibly good (dependent 
on ability to capture 
mobile population) 

Good 
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More information 
Statistics 
! www.stats.govt.nz/census 

! www.stats.govt.nz/estimates-projections 

TOPSS and Future Census 

! Future.census@stats.govt.nz 

2013 Census specific enquiries 

! census.external.relations@stats.govt.nz  

Technical and/or population enquiries 

! demography@stats.govt.nz 
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International cost comparisons (2011 $NZ) 
United 
Kingdom 

United States Australia Canada New Zealand 

Cost per 
person 

$18.46 $54.47 $26.26 $24.56 $20.03 

Cost per 
dwelling 

$40.69 $125.62 $64.63 $56.23 $51.62 

Total budget $1,028 million $16,832 million $591 million $848 million $90 million 
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Spheres of census transformation activity  
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